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The ivoiiieii, including t h e  ti3ained nurGes in 
America, lare conducting their canipaiga agaillst tlie 
obn~oxioi~s Claanse 79 ,of the) Page Bill in Nem York, 
by taking tho unaxaibable position that it is not 
only monsttnoas but uliscientific to oompulfiorily 
det4ain ancl treat the peisons of one sex ~ h o  have 
contracted B contagio1ls and communicable disease, 
ancl to hope by t8Iiis nielans t o  eraldicate the diseaee, 
while no coiitr~ol is exercisecl over the members of 

law are <is folloJ\rs :- 
Women’s Prison Association, Woinen’s Medical 

Aswciation of the City of New York, Women’s 
Society for t h e  Prevention of Crime, Wcmen’s 

He111-y George League, Women’s Po1itical union, 
Philanthropic Cjoinniittee Friends’ ;\lontuy i\leet- 
ilig, Woinen’s Christian Temperalice uliioll, S ta te  
,Of New Y*o&, TVomen’s T r d e  Union League, 
Equality Suffrage League of New Y O ~ I ~ ,  America11 
l k k r a t i o i i  of Nurses (including *kg Ame1-ican 
Society of 8upei.int.endents of Traiaiiig Schools 
for Nurses, a n d  t h e  Nui*ees’ National Amocia- 
ted iilunins), Assembly District 22, Women’s 
Suffmge Party, National Young TVonien’s 
Christian Amciatioii, Xat iond Women’s &firage 
Party,  Council of J elvish ’Wonien, Brooklyn 
Auxiliary of t h e  coI1sunieis’ League, Buoolrlyii 
Heights Branch Wonien’s Municipal League, 
Hygiene Committee of t3he Women’s Medical 
Association, Auierican Purity Alliance, National 
Vigilance League. 

In the forefront of t h e  raiiks of gallant fighters 
is  31iss L. L. Dock, t h e  Secretary of the Inter- 
national Council of Nurses, who gives an account 
of t h e  campaign i n  a secent issue of The Call, from 
mhidh we quote freely : - 

The experience of t h m e  women who attacked 
Chum3 79 of t h e  Page Bill Bat3 been a n  enlightening 
one. Fainiliar with the abiindant history of 
evidence as t-o regulated vice i n  other oouiitrics, in 
the  vain attempt to make sanitary and safe what 
is  hy nature decreed as fatal t.0 health-they recog- 
iiisecl instantly in  Clause 79 the  hateful features of 
State regulation of vice, called also the sanitary 
siipervision of prostitution, and, blloming well it6 
character as I& social blight based upon super- 
stition, oo\t.ardice, and lust, they ans\iwed in+ 
btantly t.lie call for oiypiisation to oppose it. 

The clause itself, and its v g e  through tTie 
Legislatiure, had conic with stealth and sudden- 
lieis. The Page Commission had almost finished its; 
work when $hi& clauee was insei-ted into its place. 
It. h*as been characterised as B I ‘  foundling,” I& 

term nsed to describe legislative l~rovisions t h a t  
have been snrreptitiously brought. in, h v i i i g  had 
theii. birth i i ~  one quite knows where. 

The women, rallying, gathered tlieir forces, cast 
a1:ont for weapons, and reclioned their possible 
:Illis among men. The Governor was a high- 
minded citizen and austere moralist; he might be 
induced t o  veto, and call for a revised version of 
the Bill. A niistalx. The Governor, reflecting, 
clecided t h a t  the whole Bill was too good t o  rkk 
for one c la im (which only marked t k e  decline of 
Ainrricaii men’s respect for momanhood and .tile 
&grnclation of the  latter), and “ left it t o  t h e  
women of t h e  S t a t e ”  (whose right t o  the ballot 
ht) does no t  concede) I ‘  to change this groxrision, 
if they did not  like it.” 

Disiqpointed there  the women t i m e d  t o  .the 
learling philanthropists among men. Here they 
~voiild ijiirely find help. Instead, another cold re- 
I)&. ‘‘ You are not pullic-spirited,” they mere 
1lo1v told. ‘‘ This is  not regulation; it is a Iiuman0 
precaution ancl care of t h e  public health. It does 
not really aim a t  singling ont t h e  woman, bnt they 
arc t h e  lvorst offendeis, and, besides, there  is  no 
TI’ZIS of reaching men who may equally need this 
1)encficent care. Rnt  me shall go on t o  grt compul- 
sory treatment for a11 prisoners.” (Note this: 
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